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That prompted this reply, which to date (4~6-06) has gone unanswered:

Dear Colleague,

While relieved that "meither the State Department nor any other executive
branch ageuncy has in any way been involved with or 'interfered' with

the Library” concerning the replacement of the primary subject

heading, ARMENIAN MASSKCRES, 1915-1923 yith ARMENIAN GENOCIDE, 1915~
1923y 1 am nonetheless dismayeithe decision te peform a palpably
inaccurate and outdated ILCSH descriptor for an hiktorical event

should depend on the outcome of pending Congressional resolutions.
Forgive mz gouthful idealism, but I had imagined that determination

af subjec eading language wag g professional and intellectual, not

—— political, processe

Although IC, as I noted in my 1-11-06 letter to James H, Billington,

is surely the "Library of Congress," since when does that signify that
Congress-~rather than IC's own subject specialists--should dictate

the form of IC subject headings; If executive agency tampering in
subject cataloging is unconscionable (and it is), so is Congressional
tampering. Moreover, the essentially passive approach manifest in your
2-3%=06 communication, can~--and likely will--result in the perpetuation
of an imprecise and unscholarly representation of those 1915=1923 eventse.
(There is, of course, no assurance that Senate or House will

ever pass those pending resolutions. And I dearly hope that

--in any event--Senators and Representatives do net wish to arrogate to
themselves the power to dictate the formation of library subject
headings, That's the business and responsibility of librarians, not
legislators.),

The new "see'" reference from "Armenian Genocide" to "Armenian Massacres'

does not mitigate the elemental tryuth that the primary heading is
wrong, its correction appar Y being d hostage to both passivity
and politicgl deferencee 2

Thcidentally, background and activist data on Darfur may be found at:

+www.darfurdiaries.org
+arcsudan@yahoc.com (Amsrican Re
+huyp@archq.org (ARC International Headguarters)
+Wwwea jwseorg (American Jewish World Service)
+SaveDarfur.org

+wwWwehrweorg (Human Rights Watch)

Twvmd mmmade ~ee e T )
+www.amnesty.org (Amnesty International)
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