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CDrmittco nf Union and Progress.
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Ref. F.0. IN/MT - 950,
' cory
After having honrd the eccusations, the statements and the defercs o
the two partiss end exsmlied entirely all the dosumenis of the casa tho Coust
doliberated. i ‘
The ezcused eml Lhelr counsel plcaé not guilty end demand acquittel.
But as in t.he bills -:f h.|..—|_v--,i of the 3rd, 20%: znd 22nd Moy end 9th, J0th
and 25u. .hmc 133 1 Uw prugmnulion comails to the re:mo 1hility of the moral
person of the Comalilon of Miion & Trogross, di:m]vcd, many charges ernd eriup
and domanda that it be evmmlLled for trial, that it stand for arrafipgmssnt as

being tho prrpetretors of Uheoe esjmes, the members of the generel councdl who

personify this mozel poirun ps well as their punishment, it hss been judged

necessary to study the cono of the said Society.

In consaguenes, (he fects and acts which have followed the Institull

-of this Society have boen punctiliously exumined. The intentions and the et

of certein persons, inanfvnd by patriotic fcqllings end belonging to the time
enterior to ﬂ'-ﬂ changs of popine staying still concealed only the acts having
taken place openly aftor \hig tise ere summed up as follous :

I ﬂ“ Ottomann, i)lrating for freedom and justies, considered ihat th
rentlvemss which took [lany on Lhe pouptuins of Reznf, on Sth July {3‘?-*; as ¢
source of liberty and a g!f{ from heaven, and acquired the firm belill‘ thet &

constituied the only Yuiwuly capeble of hoaling the wounds opnr-u_d Ly tyienny ¢

' oppresuion. Inm waliing with a decision full of hope thet the torrent teke.d

naturg) flow, they have, wilhoul impeding its wn:.:ir.(;, let fyee the course,
secking with greot slucupeily ond :’na;::illty {o fucilitate )l its movemanis ;
tho hopo that efter huviiy taken its normel courso it would nsm:r‘c iberty ar
Justice to all peria of thn vart Ottoosn 3m§1w and the fine vords theti vere
heard from time to Limu Furlificd this movement. '

Soxe tried to dlyurl the genoral ixpressien prnC‘Jc-N by the
surrendering - wnder Ivm'h.u.f pretonts - of severad poris of the Empire owling
1o politice:l foudis counltlid dn t\:c_m}mtim in presenting it an the consey
o_r he fandts of the ol popimo,  Bub ofter the suecceszive losscs end the

deplaralle eonnequanes G U wsre of Trireditein snd of tho Dalkens, no de
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was left that though a long enougch time had passed since the restoration of
. liberty, no line of conduct had been cithci- set up or followed with the view
_of the good adminisiration of. the country and that no serious action hod been
undertaken to estsblish who wes responsible for ¢11 this misforture. The fact
that their hopes and waiting had been betrayed so has moved and perturbed the
friends of frecdom. A part of those vho were supposed to be devoled to the
national cause, being led astray by ambitious feelings, engaged themselves on
the wrong road so that the stremge doings that ths nation had consicered es
the source of frecdom have had the result of plnc!ng the country in a deplorut:

position. Amongsl them sowe rash porions who had shown Lhemselves to the
L]

* public for thelr indupendent ddeas burned Lhe governuent aside end vhilst makirg

a thow of Lhelr Jove of Jegu)ily formed a group of action with y_:_cgg'._\_e__uh.om
t’l_lfzy_’hnd sucecaded in occuiviry nnu carruptmc.

Theze as well as their effiliate of the viluyct:;'used their efforts v

i “take into their hends the goverrment and have at last reached their goal in
l\cnro]lina the responsible members of the Cabinot into their Central Council
"and so Going keeping them docile to their decisions. .

As the Minister of Finance Djavid Bey said operly in his stetenents
reported in the ninutos of the sth section of the Chambre des Députés on ile
24th end 26th October 1334, this group of action of Union & Progress has showr.
ir its decisions cor.ccrning the destiny of the mtion and of the couniry, en
audacily and an ove'-—confif’oncc such that tbey dié not think it fit to sub:..‘ L

! to the ministers' Council the decision concerning the declaration of war,
whilst even sovercipns do not teke such deci sior;s of their own initietive.
Fverybody huving understood that ihiu wey of ecting could not glve good
rosults, the sctz of the commitic;that the opposition ilaclf hed yeapectad
vocmed blamcworthy to ]evcl—le:n:lud pcop]e.- -

On the other hand, the fact thut the stele of sicge vhich hud toen
gbolishied necessarily ot the time of the change of rerime hes beon maintained
elmost without interruption, that 1{lic Suldime !::\r qu& becn sttacked by &
¢liguo Jed Ly tho senier memboera of the Commitic-of Union & Progress that the
*War Minister Hazdm Vocha end his plde do cum?mvo kidled end that & Cubinel

Unson & Yragress wnn formed oflor thut tho Calinet of Kiendd Yacha vac
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the existence of political socictica was necessary beccuse of freedom, that
even now other socicties can be found, thai awomgst others the purty Freedon
& Entente, has, 1like Union & Progress, headguariers, a Genersl Council ecnd

branches and that it invites the Hinisters beloneirg to it, to come to its

councilsa.

partics and sociciion 1s a necossity, it is not less true that in a normal

i
]7 order thoso cannod meddle with the exccutive powor, only efter having

overthrovn; that at the time of the 2 cabinets waish follovod, the eble and
honest and experisnced civil servents were d!slisae:i and repleced by persons
lﬂ’ilia-tcd to ﬁo Commjittee has hed for result : to glve rise to justified
general compleinis ageinst the arbitrary - end }Ea{:gigql. administration, to
the point of making people regret the gef-pggg_ regime, to dissatisfy more
particularly the ron-toslem populations and sbove 21l to bring the Armenians”
(vho reslised that their belief that freedom vould insure security and justics
was not founded) to seek a favourable opport.uni'ty for the reslisation of

their netionel airs, which they envisaged before.

and even ihe Moslcus have provoked cool feelings and divisions, interfering .

in so doing with Ottomen unity.

| and enquiries and by the above-nased bills of indictment; that there is no

i possidility to refute the five points sst out end examined by our Court Yartic
ox.- to maintein that they do not exist, we have acquired the conviction in ‘our
conscience that the personal crimes above mertioned assi'gned to the Commitise

of Union & Progress have becn committed in such a wey as to cast a slur on it

ell ‘the members of the Coamitlee with the perppetiation of the crimes so
committed; but to apply the dispositions of the law to those who have been

interested or have participuted, sccording to the part they took in thesm.

3.

Questions of nationalilics created betwecn the different nationelitii

Considering that these facts have been established by investigations

However, it has been found consistent with equity not to charge

The Counsel. for the defence said In tkis sdoreus to the Court that

Now, though in countries with e constitution, tho existence of
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- obteined the majority in national .auaemblécs; thei’ leave the Cabinets

which enjoy their conr.idcncc cntire-ly free in 'thqlr action; that e:u:ep-t
in teking cere that the laws to be elaborated be established according
to their programme, they cennot interfere wilh the business; that they
try to oblige the Cabinots whose acts they do not approve of, to quit the .
power, not by threat, but in showing them their distrust. =
On the other hand as fer as the pa'rti.ea of our country are concernc
though it is cleor that until the opening of Parlisment it'is not possible tc
determine who will obtein tho majority, it is evident that a'* group which
wu]dr act in e maoner conlrury to the Charier of tho COr.stlt.utio;n, zuch as
imposing ito influcnce on the mewbers of the oxccutive power, or meddling in
fts sotion, or secking to chuage the legal foram of the Government, would ;
heve the same fate. I
Consequently it hes becn decided after deliberation, that in the
14ght of the phases of this trisl, the above-mentioned essertions of the .
Counsel have no value for the defence. [
The five points mentioned above are as follows i~
1. The crive of the massacre of Trebizonde, of Yozged and of ~
Dogl?ilyan which, it was esteblished during the triels which took place at
the E)ourt Martial, was _ggg_aﬁ:gg_a&q_g;gqupeﬂ by sore chiefs of Union & Prog:
In ednitting even, as it ves alleged during the defense, that thers
are emong these some who ceme 1o know of these crimes only after their

porpotration, they have not prevented their recurring, no more than they hav:

- donu'n;yl.hinu Lo punish those who commitied them.

-

2. According to the declarvtions ho made to the Chambro don

Députds end which aro recorded in the minutes, Sa¥d Halim Pecha, Grund Vizir

& Progident of ihe Committee Union & Progreas, had at the beginning of the
mobilization invited to his house the members of the Céntral Committec end
had explnined to thea, giving useful argur.eptr., that the participstion of
the country to tho- vur would be very dnngcmu-}., and that neutrulity would
.constitute the Lost oititudo to aszwae in the conflict, but that he had
faiied to makie them adopl his opinifon and consequonily i.hn Stete hnd ontered

N

hito wars
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Yoreover, Riza Bey, one of the rcapor;aiblq'delogntes of the Union
& Progress, hes adnitted during his trial, thet without waiting for the

declaration of war, he began the hostilities by means of persons belonging

to organized bends at Trébizonde, whom he sent into the interior of Ruscia.
Finally, Djavid Bey, then Finance Minister, Tchuruk-Soulou }Mzhmoud:

Pacha, Minister of Public Works, Oscan Effendi, Post & Telegraph Miniatér.

el e =

and Suleiman Elbostani Effendi, Trede Minister, gave their resignation, for

. ihe reason that the war had been declared without the previous iocisioh of the ;

Council of Ministers. Theso fects osi;gblir-:h that the war has not been
doclared by deeision of the Miniclers responsible, but deliberaiely by the

I'rogress vho wanrled it so.

3. As it appours from Lh: declarations of H. Highness Ahned Izzet
Pacha, former Grand Vizir, his resignation from the War Minlstry was provoked -

the interference of the Party in the Covernment's affairs.

'~
- &l {
4e As it results from the report read in 1332 amids} the Congress

of Union & Progress and unsnimously approved by its members, and from the
information that the Préfecture of the town has supplied in enswer to the !

. A
communicetions sent by this Tribunal, N_éul Bey, Delegate from Constantineple,

; |
the provisioning, end whose nomination was ratified later on by the General

{Council of the Union, has first instituted a Council of Trade end after i

ipoverel societics & cssoecdations vhich have monopolized commercial). trensactio:n

and have by these means seized the whole fortune of the population. The publl

—_—

{ wealth being concentrated so, exclusively in tho hands of a limited nuober
{of persons and tho nbov}e-mntinncd societies, tho result wase that, owing io en _'
fimdoquute nutrition, many Otlomans were crippled, or died,‘,md thnt‘thn fore= !
at the disposal of the Stute for its defence have been redul:ed.

The reading of the somo documents hz'm established elgo that the
'Uni'on & Progresa has provoked al tho same timo tho meddling of its
anaLz-ntinolmlc Purcwu in the functions of the Government.

!
l
!
|
|
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5. The fact that thc‘ forl-ner Chekhul Islem Moussa Kiazim Effcndi;
i ensvering an interpcllation at the Senate re. the transfer of the tribunal
from the Chéri to the Ministry of Justice said :"Do rot 4ks) for.uy opininng
4t is the Perty which demands this transfer. It must be done so", and that
be confirmed these declarations during the trial, constitute an obvious

proof of the interference of the Party in the State's effairs. '

The five points reported above, as well as other facts toZL.d_by
public rumor and confirmed by the consequences they entailed, having
esteblished that the Ministers of the Stzte were not left free to run a.n.

* important part of the 'public affairs in accordence with their épinian and
cenviclion and thel they were Jed through interferences Lo act nccording ;
1o privote viows snd aspiretions, iL bocomes evident that the legal statute
of 1ihe Otloman (‘.ovc;'t{a-anl. comprising the three constilutive forces hes been

modificd by the institution higher then these forces, of a fourth vhich

% - forced itself by threat.

; = g The Court l-::-.rtiil by taking into considorgtioﬁ the above-nemed
crimes declares,_ un_a!'limu_sg_;r, the t.:ulpability as principal fectors of these
 orines of the fugmvé;"i'gut Pacha, forser Grend Visir, Enver Effendi,
former War Minister, struck off ihe register of the Imperisl Army,
jémal Effendi, former l-'.zvy‘ Minister, struck off too from the Imperizl’ Army,
‘land Dr. Mezim Effendi, former Minister of Education, members of the Generzl

Coungsl of the Union & Progress, representing the morsl person o{‘ this party;

as well as for that of the fugitives Djavid Bey, former Finance Minlster,

B -

raele

: the "
po3d council, known as having participated ingerimes in question; for the

e S

and by the mcjorit.:rof 2/3rds as to thoe naturc of the acts vhich constitute

!
h! culpability, unanimously, as to his participation to the establiched crime,
]

{4is crime, of Vouszse Kiznim Effcndl, hers prasent, former Cheikhul~Tslan and

member of the sxid Generel Council soeing ihat,. despite the declarations of

- — —

.
and Mouslopha Chéref Bey, former Trade & Agriculture Minister, members of the
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his agent and of tho Atlorncy Generul aiming at excluding the

hypothesls of hiy purl.lcipat.‘.lbn 1o tho above-mentioned crimes because

- of his great education and of his coinent qualities, Moussa Kiazim Effendd,

_ whilst able to inspire to people having had a guperior education, such as

the Attorney Generzl end his egent, a favourable opinion as to his person,
has constituted by the fact itcelf that he wes, right at the beginning of

the re-cstablishment of the Constitution, amng the important and influentiel

chiefs of the Union & Progress, an sbstacle to the ignorant end less well
educated people revise the idea that they had formed for themselves of the
gots of the Conmittee considersd logical and legal; that whilst he said
during the trial, having run the affairs of The Union & Progress concerning
religiouﬁ instruction, he has enswered the questions asked of him regarding
some sermons and certain works the contents of which are contrary to the law

of Chéri, thet he had not ceen these works end that as far as the seroons ers

concerncd, he thoushi thet the questions treated there wers nmot in conforaity

ond has adnitted thet ke had token no step %o ban thom; then ho has declared
during the trial that to disown Union & Progress would be equivalent to ;bjurel
Islam, vhich evidently. shows that he has a mentality which could not rccoﬁcilr:
itself with the superior instruction escribded to him that ell these facts
constitute, it is true aggx‘uvat-ing circ_:umstunces, but that however, taking

into consideration the results of* the examination and of the enquiry, it was

established that Moussa Kiazim Effendi having had a lot to do with the affairs

of The Union & Progress re. the religious tﬂcehing was not considerad to he
among the princinal factors of the above mentioned crhes,
Unanimously for d..e#wvguilty verdict for Rifaat Bey, former

President of the Senale, whose affiliation to the Union & Progress and’ th-

participation to the acts and crimes zbove montioncd have not been ostablished

and for his releasc, if he is nol detained for another reason;

By the majority of thes votz2s for a non-guilty verdict for Hachin ie
former Ministor of iho Posls & Tclegruph the inguiry having confirmed tho tru'
of his declurulions : that ho waa glven the post of Hinister while ho wad in
Porlin, withoud his nveviana ennnont hodrgr ohtained, : z.mﬂ that he wan named o

.

such daspite hls roelusel, on hin roturn to. Cénn_tnntinnp]n, that his time heil
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coincided with the last years of the life of the Unionist Cabinet, he

~of the 3 meotings of the General Council of the Union to which he had

simply attended as obscrver, without participating in the deliberations

been invited and during which the only item on the agenda concerned
internal organisation of the Union, and for his releass if he is not
detained for another reesson.

Then the Gourt Martial has deliberated on the sentences.

Th; acts of Talaat, Enver, Djemal and Dr. Nazim falling under
_Artiéle 45 of the Civil & Penal Code, lst paragreph, those of Djavid,
Pb'u;ta,pha Chéref and Moussz Kiazim of the same Article, paragraph 2, and
Article 35 last paragraph, and these articles saying that "ars called .
fco-authors and punished as the princiiml author, the individuals vho
feommit collectively a erime or each individual, being part of a certg.ir.t

- el — S S — -

"number of persons, who in the case of a crime consisting of several offensa:’

"commits one or several of the latter vith a view to accomplishing the
“offenca". )

"Is pul to death the person who is convicted of having by force modified

: "or suppressed tho constitutional Charter, “the form of the Government or

"rule of the heredity of the Imperial Throne". "The accomplices of the
Yexcoution of a crime ars in the case of absence of & special disposition
"of the law, condemned to the following condemnations :

"the accomplices will be condemncd to hard labour for at least 10 years

‘®if the main offence is punishable by death or by hard labour for life",”

the Court Martial pronounces, "in accordance with the said stipulations of
the Law the death penalty against Talaat, Enver, Djémal and Dr. Raainﬂ 8
penalty of 15 years hard labour against Djavid, Moustapha Chéref and

Moussa Kiazim, orders the rig:atives to be deprived of their eivilian rights,
gnd of the legal control of their sequesired property; decides that the
non-pullty verdict given in the casas of Rifazt snd Hachim Beys doos not
prevent them being tried, later, by’ the lich c;)urb, for thoir reapective
managemant of the affairs of the Stutn; decides at tho samo timo ihc
fm-pl!t‘utlnh of iho trlal of Ozean Elffendi ) fornor Minislar of the Posl and

Tolegruph and of Suluiman Elboulenl Effendd, foricr Trede Minlatsv, tuling

[~
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" into consideration as it appears from the inquiry that having

been in Europe for a long tize ihey were not aware, in the
present circumstunces, of the order to eppear sent to thoa, end

oven if thoy knew of it they would probably not be able to return here.

Unanimoualy decided by dofuult in the cases of Talaat, Enver,
Djémal, Dr. Nazim, Djavid, Voustopha Chéref, and Oscon &nd Suleiman
Elbostani Effendis, and by a t‘.:jor:\t;' in the cases of Rifeat and

Hachim Beys and Moussa Kiazinm. s ,

i

The 6th Chewal 1337
The 5th July 1335.“1,-'1




